Early Literacy Spots in Carver County Library

Norwood Young America Library

I Spy in the Library

Description:  About 7 I Spy Cards were placed around the children’s area of the library.  Kids and parents could pick up a quarter sheet of paper with a list of objects that they could try and find (on the cards).  They marked off each item on the sheet as they found it.
Cost: $7.00 for I Spy Cards (were donated by staff member)

Time:  About an hour for typing up & printing handout, making signage, and placing cards around children’s area.

Result:  Within an hour of finishing putting up the I Spy activity I had parents engaging their children with it and having a great time.  One mom commented on how fun it was and said she did it with each of her 3 kids separately so they’d each have a chance to discover the items on their own.  It also helped showcase a new batch of I Spy books (including easy readers and board books) that we had just gotten.  
Gnome Count

Description:  Pictures of Gnomes with the numbers 1 through 10 on them were placed around the library.  Kids and parents could pick up a sheet to take with them and mark each number as they found it.  
Cost:  N/A (color printer, white paper, and the cold laminate were all on hand)

Time:  About an hour for typing up & printing handout, making signage, and placing pictures around the library.
Result:  Kids of all ages enjoyed finding the gnomes.  They were also very determined to mark them off in numerical order instead of skipping around as they spotted them.   
Alphabet Poster
Description: I put a poster with the alphabet (both upper and lowercase letters) and corresponding pictures starting with each letter up on the front of the circulation desk.  The Early Literacy Spot sign asks kids if they can sing their ABCs and encourages them to name the item in each picture.
Cost: N/A (poster was a publisher give away)
Time:  Less than half an hour to put up poster and accompanying signage.
Result:  Right after my first storytime of the session a little girl ran up to the desk.  When she noticed the alphabet there, she gleefully pointed to the “G” on the poster and shouted “G, gloves!”  The letter “G” had been our letter of the week at storytime.  
Chicka Chicka Boom Boom
Description:  I decorated a cookie sheet in the style of the book Chicka Chicka Boom Boom by Bill Martin and attached it to the end cap of a display unit in the children’s area.  Below the cookie sheet is a bin with upper and lowercase magnetic letters.  Kids and parents can play with letters and words.
Cost: $25 (for cookie sheet, special decorative papers, magnetic letters, and bin for letters)
Time:  About 2 hours
Result:  Kids seem to immediately gravitate toward this new Early Literacy Spot.  The younger kids tend to just move the letters around on the cookie sheet, while older kids spell out their names or other simple words.  One great interaction was with a hearing impaired preschooler and her mom.  As the mom placed letters on the cookie sheet the little girl would name the letter and make the American Sign Language  sign for the letter at the same time.  Very cool!
