    Business and Investments
Standard and Poor’s Net Advantage

Location: Public Homepage ( Subject Guides ( Business and Investments
Content:

· Includes eleven of S & P’s popular publications, providing access to a wide array of business and investment resources.

· Coverage of bonds, dividends, industry surveys, mutual funds, stock reports, companies
· Highly interactive – option to set-up a search query with specific criteria, resulting in a list of stocks, companies, or mutual funds that match the requirements patron enters

· S & P Outlook can be accessed, from current back to 1996 – provides stock recommendations and economic trends
· Remote access

· Databases include:

· Security Dealers of North America

· Register – Directory information on private and public companies and executives

· Corporation Records – In-depth financials on 12,000 US and Canadian publicly-held corporations and 821 foreign 

· Fund Reports – 11,000 mutual funds ten years data and comparison reports

· Bond Reports – Corporate, convertible and foreign for past 12 months

· Outlook Reports – published 48 times per year
· Industry Surveys and Sub-Industry Surveys (archives date back to 1998)/
· Stock Reports – Profile of stocks and mutual funds (4-6-pages of analysis and buy/sell info)
Searching:

Home Page 
    Cluttered with news. Searchable sections on right side.
· Publication Search jumps you to any of the databases 
Search:
· Search for Security Dealers in the city of Edina.

(  Under Publication Search scroll down to Security Dealers (searches the publication Security Dealers of North America)

(  Scroll down to City 

(  Enter in Edina then select orange arrow key to enter.
Companies Tab
· Note different databases to choose from under Select Publication.
· Company Profile gives more textual overview than Register i.e. officers, business   summary, news 
            Search:


 (  Select Company Profile (in general, select the publication you want to search)
· Select Ticker and type in MMM for 3M. Click orange arrow

            (  The chosen publication appears in the main content window.  All related S&P reports are available via links in the lefthand navigation bar. E.g.,  click Register for directory information on 3M;  Click on Competitors for all or S&P covered competitors
· When printing or viewing, first click on Printer Friendly (selected page only)
· If you get lost or want to start over click on Home.
· Corporation Record  is more detailed with emphasis on financials, bonds, subsidiaries

Search: 

(  Click on Corporation Records on left side bar to view 3M’s info
· May need to enlarge document. Scroll down to Subsidiaries and  Bond Descriptions.
· Stock reports
· Company analysis oriented towards investment purposes

· Detailed information and analysis on over 5,000 publicly held companies

· “Refreshed with new data at least weekly”  (per S and P)

· One of the more unique and valuable resources S & P produces

               Search:
               (  Using Select Publication, scroll down to Stock Reports
    (  Type in   Medtronic as Company Name, click on orange arrow  
    (  Click on Printer Friendly for better viewing and printing of Stock Report –
         opens a new browser window. Note date.
    (  Top line labeled Recommendation gives the STARS ranking

         This ranking is given to 1250 stocks followed by the analysts at S & P 

    (  Wall Street Consensus (p. 6) provides recommendations (buy, sell, hold) by

          analysts who follow the stock. Note glossary at bottm of document.

Advanced search (Go to Home and click on Companies tab)
· Creates lists of companies that meet certain criteria patron has
· Useful for lists of companies with 5 star rankings etc.
· Selecting the different publications returns a unique form to fill in:
· ie.  Stock screener, Bond screener, Advanced Search for Register 

· listings, Corporation Records screener  


                    Search:


Compile a list of companies with 5 Star rating that are undervalued.

· Select Stock Reports from drop-down menu and click on orange 



menu

         (  Stars Ranking  =  5
         (  S&P Fair Value Ranking   =  5
         (  Note that Performance and Technical Filters need to clicked on to fully 

               display

         (  Click on Search. 

· Note that on Results page we’re placed in Basics -  choosing other tabs will return additional data for each company such as growth rates, performance rankings, Dividends
· See functions at top: Edit Search, Export, New Search, Results per page; Total records
· Sort by clicking on column headings
· From dropdown, choose records to export, or click on individual listings.
· Can choose fields to export (comes up in pop up window)
· Export as Excel or csv format
· The Outlook 

· Located towards bottom on Company page

· One of the most popular publications of S & P
· Outlook recommends stocks and discusses market trends
· For most current issue of the Outlook, click the orange arrow under Select Year and Issue.
· Note Caution Flags and Rising Stars (. 3) and click on Printer Friendly
· Can scroll for earlier issues.
· Can also search for Outlook editions that reference a particular company by entering a company name or ticker in the search tool:
    Search:

    (   Under Ticker, type in TGT (Target)

    (  Click on one of entries for Target, this takes you to the entire report and not 
the specific entry for Target
    (  Click on Printer Friendly
    (  Click on Binocular icon

    (  On right sidebar under Search PDF type in Target Corp
    (  And check Whole Words Only 
    (  Note results for Target Corp.
Industries Tab
· Covers economic and business information and trends on 55 major U.S. Industries and comparative analysis of the major companies within those industries (back to 1998 – must be in individual industry survey to access complete archives)
· Also includes 115 Sub-industries (more detailed breakdowns)
· Industry Surveys

 Search:  Information on future trends for the apparel industry.

 (  Scroll to Apparel & Footwear and enter.
 (  Will be placed in latest report - Note past Industry Survey reports on the top
       under Archived Surveys
 (  Default is to be placed in HTML format – not given entire report 

· Click on Printer Friendly and you get an HTML, browsable documents.  E.g., select Current Environment or Industry Trends to jump to relevent portion of the report
· Alternatively, get pdf report to download or print

· Also cool – the Comparative Co. Analysis opens an Excel spreadsheet with comparative financials for all companies listed in that industry.
· Sub-Industry Reviews

·    Click on Industries tab.

· More detailed breakdown of an area but reports are shorter. Note different reports that mention apparel. 
·  View Apparel Retail entry.  

· Sub-Industry Reviews

·    Click
Funds Tab
· Covers 13,000 mutual funds

· “Reports are updated monthly” (per S and P)

· Includes what is described as “an innovative, style-based ranking system”.

· Provides investment objective, fees, portfolio composition, risk/return, style behavior, performance over past 10 years. 

Search:

 (  Enter ticker NBGEX
                      (  Click on Printer-Friendly


    (  Gives overall ratings of fund.
· Advanced Search/Fund Screener
· Similar to the Stock Reports screener. Uses several criteria to find the funds you need.                      
Directories

· More limited than title implies – only includes the directory of Security Dealers of North America.   
Advanced Searches
· Other advanced searches of interest: search by NAICS, company start year, or Incorporation State (Co. Register), Birth state, year, college, or fraternal organization (Register Executives)
Conclusions / Comparisons:
· The database for stock, mutual fund, company, and industry analysis

· Useful for the access to Outlook, industry trends and analysis, and ratings of stocks
· Allows patrons to be very interactive with data to create spreadsheets

· Emphasis on current – some databases only have coverage back to 12 months

· Also good for students/entrepreneurs doing company or industry research 
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