Genealogy Resources
Class: Genealogy Resources
Objective: Learn how to access family history resources, including census and immigration records, using online resources such as Ancestry Plus and HeritageQuest. 

Time: 1 hour

Led by: Librarian

Introductions (5-10 min.)
Explain that this class will cover a sampling of online resources for genealogists that are available from the HCL web site. Invite students to follow along as you demonstrate, but note that you will be moving quickly. 

· Ask how many people have used computers and/or have computers at home.

· Ask how many people have done a lot or a little of their genealogical research at this time. 
Our goal is to locate Sources for Vital Records (birth, death and marriage), Census Records, Immigration and Naturalization Records, and Local Resources.
This class will cover three online resources:

1. The HCL Genealogy Subject Guide
2. Ancestry Library Edition
3. HeritageQuest
The HCL Genealogy Subject Guide (15 min.)

1. Demonstrate the path to the Genealogy Subject Guide (www.hclib.org) ( Reference & Research ( Genealogy.
2. Note Librarian Blog in upper right-hand corner which is updated monthly. 

3. Point out the Sub-Topics, Top Databases, and Top Websites sections of the screen. Talk about the difference between Databases and Web Sites (You can use the link under More Information to explain.) http://www.hclib.org/pub/search/Difference.cfm?Topic=Genealogy&Display=Genealogy  
Websites of note

1. Click on the sub-topic: Getting Started.
2. Go to the US Gen Web Project. Non-commercial, supported by volunteers around the country. Excellent site for searches narrowed to a particular geographic locality, since links are organized by state and county. 

3. Sample Search: Go to Minnesota ( MN Counties (St. Louis. Point out 
designated county coordinator volunteer who can help with research questions.
4. Useful for networking with genealogists from other states. Close Minnesota 
window and go back to US GenWeb homepage. Click on Projects ( 
Tombstone Project. Growing record of tombstone inscriptions.
5. Back to sub-topic: Getting Started. 
6. Go to Family History Resources (Church of Latter Day Saints) Official family-history site maintained by the Church of Latter Day Saints. Not exclusive to people of the Mormon faith. Excellent for non-denominational research. Click on Library on the top tab, then scroll to bottom of screen. Click on the link to locate the nearest Family History Centers – local research branches. On home page, hit Search, then see Search for Your Ancestors. Sample Search: Do a broad search for Andrew Johnson in Iowa – note ability to limit by father or mother’s name. Point out Details of Submitter. On many genealogy web sites information is entered by volunteers and genealogy hobbyists which can result in errors. Identity of submitter helps to determine viability of data.
7. Back to sub-topic: Getting Started. 
8. Cyndi’s List – well-known list of links to all aspects of genealogy. Point out Are You New to Genealogy? Scroll down and click on category of Marriages. Access to many telephone directories (see City Directories). 
Links to specific nationalities.
9. Go back to the Genealogy sub-topic: Libraries, Archives & Organizations.
10. Under websites, click on Minnesota Genealogical Society Online Catalog. This link will take you to the Society’s homepage.
11. Click on the sub-topic: Minnesota Genealogy and History
12. Minnesota History Center – major source for Minnesota archival information, including newspapers and maps, plus a section of their web page devoted specifically to genealogy. Note Birth and Death Certificates Index on the left side, a work in progress as years indexed continues to expand.
13.  Back to Genealogy Subject Guide.
Databases 

The two most popular databases for Genealogy research are Heritage Quest and Ancestry Library Edition. 
Ancestry Library Edition (15 min.) 
Note that Ancestry Library Edition is only available inside the library building.

1. Open Ancestry Library Edition. 

2. Point out and explain links to recent and all databases under More Collections. Shows the extensive and growing nature of Ancestry Library Edition.
3. Point out the different ways to search from the opening screen (tabs across top).
4. Historical Records, Stories and Publications, and Photos and Maps.  

5. Sample Search: under Historical Records Dorothy Peterson (with Exact Search 
checked). Note large number of sources – point out Refine your Search on top of 
screen.  Explain Exact Matches Only option. If you’d like to search with greater 
control and accuracy, check the box near the top of the search box. Notice the 
different search boxes that appear when checked or unchecked Exact Matches 
Only (check box): Only shows records that match all of the fields. Information 
entered must be exact. Start with only one or two broad search criteria such as 
surname and location. Too many results? Add more criteria to narrow your 
search. Ranked Search (uncheck box in front of Exact Matches Only): For best 
results, type in as much information as possible. The search pulls the best 
matches to the top of your results list. Brings up the best possible matches first 
in your list of search results. 
6. Point out the option to Refine Your Search and also show how the search is narrowed down using the three tabs across the top to limit to specific formats.

7. Click on Search tab (at the top of the page) and point out organization of Ancestry Library into broad categories that can be searched separately. (See right sidebar.) Each category contains up to hundreds of specialized databases.
8. Click on Charts and Forms tab at top of the home screen. Links to Ancestral Charts and Family Group Sheets to track research and findings. 
9. Go back to Home. Scroll down to More Collections. Click on link to Birth, Marriage & Death Records. Links to vital records.
10. Stress importance of reading the About this Category scope note on the opening screen of each category. Point out Featured Birth, Marriage, and Death Collections.

11.  Scroll down to Search ( Individual Birth, Marriage, & Death Titles and demonstrate the variety of databases available.
12. Under Search Individual Titles in this Category, scroll down to Minnesota Death Index, 1908-2002 and click on heading. Demonstrate a search for Arlo Johnson. At the results list click on View Record next to any name listed to pull up a full record.
13. Click on Search again ( Immigration Records (on right). Over 80 databases including naturalization records and passenger lists covering all ports of entry. Sample Search: August Jacobi (exact name search); Port of Arrival: New York Demonstrate how to display information.
14. Click on green Search at the top to return to main search screen. Census images (right sidebar on Search screen. Begin by clicking on Census.)
15. Click on U.S. Federal Census on the right sidebar and scroll down to Search a Specific U.S. Federal Census by Year. Select 1870 census. Point out that there are many different ways to get to the same census image.
16. In search box under Spelling, point out choice of Exact or Soundex. Exact Matches Only box must be checked to see Soundex box. Soundex searches for all the variant spellings of a name. Sample search: Ellen Holmdale (exact name); Illinois; 1870 Census.
17. Demonstrate how to use the toolbar to display and how to print information. 
18. Geographical Search – useful when unable to search by name but know the place of residency.

HeritageQuest (15 min.)

A competitor to Ancestry Library Edition. Smaller selection of sources than Ancestry – includes census records. One of the major advantages is remote access (from home computers with an HCL Library Card (suburban or city). 

1. Click on Search Books 20,000+ family and local history books, every word searchable. All the book’s pages are viewable and can be downloaded or copied.  At times difficult to locate the appearance of the keyword in the source – no ability to pull up the exact page where the term showed up – frustrating in a lengthy book.
2. Go back to Heritage Quest Homepage Freedman’s Bank Records – not available at Ancestry includes Bank records from the primary bank for freed slaves for years of 1865-1874. Includes data on bank depositors and their family.
3. Excellent for African-American genealogical research.
4. Note that the Library’s Genealogy Subject Guide includes a sub topic: Multicultural Resources that lists many excellent resources for finding information about specific ethnic groups including: Asians, Native Americans, Hispanic, African Americans and more.

5. Search PERSI: not available at Ancestry. A subject index covering more than 6,500 genealogy and local history periodicals written in English and French (Canada) since 1800. Helpful in locating other genealogists who are writing about the ancestor you’re researching. Sample Search: Go to Places ( Minnesota ( county of Clay. After viewing results, go back and show Record Type options (a drop down menu on the PERSI search screen).
6. Search Census: Slightly less coverage than Ancestry – for example Ancestry has full indexing to 1930, Heritage only has partial indexing. Census years from 1850 on searches only for Head of Householder – women were excluded unless they lived alone or were considered the primary person responsible for care of the family or home. Under Advanced Search have the ability to limit by age, sex, race from 1850 forward. Sample Search: Go to Basic Search ( Surname of Holmdale ( Census Year of 1870 ( State of Illinois. Note lack of results since Ellen is not a Head of Household. Retry search using husband’s name of Charles Holmdale.   
Have additional time? Invite students to work through their own research questions.
Wrap Up 
Questions 
Evaluation: to find the online Computer Class Survey, go to Classes under Events & Classes and find the hyperlink Computer Class Survey in the top right column. 
