Internet Safety

· The Internet is an important place to work, play, and learn.
· People go online to send and receive e-mails and instant messages; participate in chat groups; post and read messages in social networking sites and blogs, and search for information.

· Just as you follow “safety rules” when you drive your car, you need to follow safety rules when you are online.
· To learn more, explore these Internet Safety websites on the Hennepin County Library website: www.hclib.org
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Move your mouse over Reference and Research and choose Internet Search from the menu 
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· Click on the Internet Safety tab
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Recognizing a Secure Web site

· If you shop online or if you are asked to provide personal information (for example: your name, address, telephone number, bank account, credit card or social security numbers), make sure that the website is a secure site and that it’s a trusted site.
· Learn how to recognize a secure website by completing the exercise below

 Type www.amazon.com in the address bar. Click on “green arrow” or press “enter”
· Search for an item, or click on any item on the front page
· When the item is displayed, click on “Add to Shopping Cart
· Then click on “Proceed to Checkout”

 Look for these signs of a secure website:

· Look at the address bar. The http:// in the website address has changed to https://

· The padlock appears at the top of the screen to the right of the address bar.
· Look at the padlock carefully. If the lock is closed the site is secure. Don’t enter personal information if the website is not secure!
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Evaluating Web Sites: Asking the Right Questions
Ask Yourself These Questions

· Who is the author or publisher of the website?
· Do I trust this author or publisher to present accurate, authoritative and relevant information on my topic?
Authoritative websites make it easy to find out who authored or published the information.

· Explore links like: “About us” “Philosophy” “Mission” “Biography’ “Who we are” to identify the author/publisher’s purpose and mission. You may also detect a specific point of view or bias towards the topic.

· Is the information current? Check to see when the website was last updated.

Watch out for personal websites.

· Read the website address carefully. 
· A "tilde" (~) in an address usually means it is someone's personal page. Because it is difficult to verify the legitimacy of an individual, personal home pages may be a useful source for personal opinion but use extreme caution when citing them as a source for factual information.
·  Example of what a personal web page address might look like:
· www.company.com/users/jdoe.html 

· www.hclib.org/~janedoe
· You can't assume the domain owner/webmaster (in the above examples, company.com or hclib.org) is even aware of information on personal web pages, much less willing to vouch for the accuracy of the information presented.

Research tip
· Start your search for information using the Hennepin County Library Subject Guides.

Visit the Hennepin County Library website:  www.hclib.org.
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· Find great information on a variety of subjects using websites, databases, newspapers, blogs, and more!
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