ALSC 2002 National Institute / October 18, 2002 / AGENDA

OBJECTIVES

1. Learn why guys don’t like to read, why it is important, and what librarians can do to help.

2. Learn how to encourage boys to explore a wider emotional range in their responses to literature
3. Learn how to reach boys directly through books recommended by “other guys"
4. Learn strategies for getting boys to read. 

5. Learn how to encourage reading among boys in unique and underserved populations including boys in child care programs and boys in juvenile detention programs
	8:30 – 9:00
	Coffee and materials examination

	9:00 – 9:15
	Opening exercise:  

	9:15 – 9:30
	Booktalks 

	9:30 – 9:45
	Welcome 

	9:45 – 10:30
	GUYS READ I

	10:30 – 10:45
	Break

	10:45 – 11:45
	What do guys read?  Collection Development 

	11:45 – 12:00
	Exercise:  collection development:  Dewey or don’t we know what boys want to read?

	12:00 – 1:30
	Lunch 

	1:30 – 2:15
	Panel:  what do guys want and need from libraries 

	2:15 – 2:45
	Discussion circles:  best practices in collection development for boys (small groups on fiction, nonfiction, and nonprint)

	2:45 – 3:00
	Break

	3:00 – 3:30
	Discussion circles:  best practices in programming  (small groups on programming for pre-school, school age, and teenage boys)

	3:30 – 4:00
	Reporting back best practices

	4:00 – 4:30
	GUYS READ II: this time it is personal 


Presenters: 
Author Jon Scieszka will need no introduction to librarians familiar with his award-winning books The Math Curse and The Stinky Cheese Man. Scieszka is also the founder of Guys Read (www.guysread.com), a program which advocates for attention to boys’ literacy issues. 
Serge Danielson-Francois is a first-generation Haitian Canadian children’s librarian, currently working at the Trails West Branch of the Kansas City Public Library. He helps facilitate a book club for young men adjudicated by the Johnson County Family Court, which has recently discussed Kafka’s Metamorphosis and Shelley’s Frankenstein. 
Patrick Jones, Manager of the Outreach Department of the Hennepin County (Minn.) Library, is author of Connecting Young Adults and Libraries (Neal-Schuman), and What's So Scary About R. L. Stine? (Neal-Schuman). 
Ritchie Momon received his MLS from Park University in Missouri. He has been with the Kansas City Public Library for over 20 years, and currently works as Young Adult Specialist there. 
Kathy McLellan, Youth Outreach Librarian for Johnson County Library, provides programs and services to young people unable to visit the library including children in child care and teens in detention. McLellan is co-creator of the “Read to Succeed” program, which serves teens in the Johnson County Juvenile Detention Center, and co-facilitator of the program “Changing Lives through Literature” for teen males on probation.
About http://www.guysread.com:  
The mission of GuysRead is to:

· Make plenty of noise on a national level to call attention to the question of boys’ literacy. 

· Motivate adults (parents, teachers, librarians, booksellers, and publishers) to examine the role gender plays in the book choices we give to boys. 

· Reach boys directly with books recommended by other guys. 

· Challenge men to step up and be role models of literacy. 

· Try to help boys explore the possibilities of a wider emotional range and connection to feelings through reading. 

· Through the www.guysread.com website, offer leadership, practical solutions, a forum, and support to get guys reading. 

THAT'S THE FACTS, JACK:  choose true or false for each question
	Boys are more apt to read for information or to learn how to do something than to read for pleasure.
	(   )true
	(   )false

	Boys are more likely than girls to be placed in remedial classes or held back a grade
	(   )true
	(   )false

	Boys aren’t practiced and often don’t feel comfortable exploring the emotions and feelings found in fiction.
	(   )true
	(   )false

	Boys don’t have enough male role models for literacy.
	(   )true
	(   )false

	Boys have more positive attitudes toward both reading and writing than girls.
	(   )true
	(   )false

	Boys have traditionally done better than girls in reading,
	(   )true
	(   )false

	Boys prefer to read fiction over nonfiction
	(   )true
	(   )false

	Boys rank lower in their class and earn fewer honors than girls
	(   )true
	(   )false

	Boys Score lower in all grades on standardized reading and writing tests than girls
	(   )true
	(   )false

	Boys tend to be externally driven, rather than intrinsically motivated, to read.
	(   )true
	(   )false

	Girls have higher self-concepts as readers than boys do
	(   )true
	(   )false

	Girls spend more time watching television than boys
	(   )true
	(   )false

	Holes by Sachar is a favorite book of most boys
	(   )true
	(   )false

	Many books boys are asked to read don’t appeal to them. They aren’t motivated to want to read.
	(   )true
	(   )false

	The differences in reading achievement in the early grades are a result of females' greater educational readiness 
	(   )true
	(   )false

	More bys prefer playing computer and video games  than girls
	(   )true
	(   )false

	Boys prefer active pursuits, as a group experience, rather than passive, solitary activities like those involved in literacy
	(   )true
	(   )false

	The action-oriented, competitive learning style of many boys works against them learning to read and write
	(   )true
	(   )false


Statistics from www.guysread.com and Gambell, Trevor J. "Rethinking gender differences in literacy."   Canadian Journal of Education v. 24 no1 (Winter 1999) p 1 -16.      
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	GUYS READ I : AN OVERVIEW

JON SCIESZKA
I grew up with five brothers, taught elementary school for ten years, and have been writing books for kids for twelve years. I started writing books like The Stinky Cheese Man and the Time Warp Trio series in part because I didn’t see much of a guy sensibility in the worlds of elementary education and kids’ books. 
Now it’s time to do more. Too many boys still struggle with reading. Our boys need help. And that’s why I’ve decided to become a spokesperson for boys and for this literacy initiative called GUYS READ.

Something is not working for boys, but there is little to no direct research on gender and literacy, and not much in the way of support for boys’ literacy. There are literacy programs for adults, for students of English as a second language, for women, and for prison inmates. There are no literacy programs for boys. 




WHAT DO GUYS READ?  Top Titles from guysread.com
1. Holes by Louis Sachar
The twisted story of bad luck Stanley Yelnats.

2. Hatchet by Gary Paulsen
A thirteen year old guy’s survival tale . . .and more.

3. Captain Underpants series by Dav Pilkey
Five “Epic’” novels worth of fun and gags.

4. Time Warp Trio series by Jon Scieszka
Three guys who can travel anywhere in time or space -- yikes.

5. Harry Potter series by J. K. Rowling
If you haven’t heard of Harry by now . . .

6. Redwall series by Brian Jacques
Magical mystical witty stuff.

7. Almost everything by Roald Dahl
Votes for The BFG, The Twits, James and the Giant Peach, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, The Enormous Crocodile, George’s Marvelous Medicine . . .

8. Maniac McGee by Jerry Spinelli
“One part fact, two parts legend, three parts snowball” says the author.

9. His Dark Materials Trilogy: The Golden Compass, The Subtle Knife, The Amber Spyglass by Philip Pullman
Heroic fantasy series -- big and deep.

10. A Five-Way Tie:
Series of Unfortunate Events by Lemony Snickett
The Watsons Go to Birmingham; Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis
Babe and Me; Honus and Me; Jackie and Me by Dan Gutman
Monster; Bad Boy by Walter Dean Myers
Joey Pigza Loses Control; Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key by Jack Gantos
WHAT DO GUYS READ?  Top Titles from Quick Picks 

http://www.ala.org/yalsa/booklists/quickpicks/2002quickpicks.html
The Young Adult Library Services Association (YALSA), a division of the American Library Association (ALA), has announced its 2002 annual recommended list of Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers. The list was released during the ALA Midwinter Meeting in New Orleans. 

Compiled by an eleven-member committee, the sixty-one titles on the list were published from late 2000 through 2001 and represent more than thirty-three different publisher imprints. Twenty-seven of the titles are Fiction and thirty-four are Non-Fiction. 

The Quick Picks Committee seeks books that teens, ages twelve to eighteen, will pick up on their own and read for pleasure. The list is geared to the teenager who, for whatever reason, does not like to read. Teen input is a vital aspect in the final decision of the committee. The visual appearance of a book and the standard considerations in the quality of content is equally important when selecting books for reluctant young readers. The list is not intended for teenagers with reading disabilities, though some of the selected titles may be appropriate for those teens. 

Fiction 
David, Peter. Spyboy: the Deadly Gourmet Affair. illus. Dark Horse Comics, paper, $8.95 (1-56971-463-0).

Draper, Sharon M.. Darkness Before Dawn. Simon and Schuster/Atheneum, $16 (0-689-83080-7).

Groening, Matt. Simpsons Comics Royale. illus. HarperCollins/HarperPerennial, paper, $14.95 (0-06-093378-X)

Horowitz, Anthony. Stormbreaker. Penguin Putnam/Philomel Books, $16.99 (0-399-23620-1).

Jemas, Bill and Brian Michael Bendis. Ultimate Spider-Man: Power and Responsibility. illus. Marvel Comics, paper, $14.95 (0-7851-0786-X).

Lester, Julius. When Dad Killed Mom. Harcourt, $17 (0-15-216305-0).

Love & Sex: Ten Stories of Truth. Ed. by Michael Cart. Simon and Schuster, $18 (0-689-83203-6).

Millar, Mark. Ultimate X-Men: the Tomorrow People. illus. Marvel Comics, paper, $14.95 (0-7851-0788-6).

Zindel, Paul. Night of the Bat. Hyperion, $15.99 (0-7868-0340-1); lib ed., $16.49 (0-7868-2554-5).

Non-fiction 

Angst! Teen Verses from the Edge. Ed. by Karen Tom and Kiki. illus. Workman, paper, $8.95 (0-7611-2383-0).

Beatty, Scott. Batman: the Ultimate Guide to the Dark Knight. illus. Dorling Kindersley, $19.95 (0-7894-7865-X).

Devito, Basil V., Jr with Joe Layden. WWF Wrestlemania. illus. HarperCollins/Regan Books, $49.95 (0-06-039387-4).

Eminem. Angry Blonde. illus. HarperCollins/ReganBooks, $26 (0-06-620922-6).

Genat, Robert. Funny Cars. illus. MBI Publishing, paper, $14.95 (0-7603-0795-4).

Genat, Robert. Lowriders. illus. MBI Publishing, paper, $14.95 (0-7603-0962-0).

Hip Hop Divas. illus. Crown/Three Rivers Press, paper, $17.95 (0-609-80836-2).

Jeter, Derek. Game Day: My Life On and Off the Field. Kiser, Kristen. illus. Crown/Three Rivers Press, paper, $22.95 (0-609-80794-3).

Locker, Sari. Sari Says: the Real Dirt on Everything from Sex to School. Harpercollins, paper, $11.95 (0-06-447306-6).

The Mad Gross Book. Ed. by Nick Meglin and John Ficarra. illus. Time Warner/Mad Books, paper, $9.95 (1-56389-758-X).

Masoff, Joy. Oh, Yuck!: the Encyclopedia of Everything Nasty. illus. Workman, paper, $14.95 (0-7611-0771-1).

MTV Uncensored. Ed. by Jacob Hoye. illus. Pocket Books, $40 (0-7434-2682-7).

Myers, Walter Dean. The Greatest: Muhammed Ali. illus. Scholastic, $16.95 (0-590-54342-3).

Shaw, Tucker and Fiona Gibb. This Book is About Sex. illus. Penguin Putnam/Alloy, paper, $5.99 (0-14-131019-7).

Smith, Charles R. Jr.. Short Takes. illus. Penguin Putnam/Dutton, $17.99 (0-525-46454-9).

Teen People: Real Life Diaries: Inspiring True Stories from Celebrities and Real Teens. Ed. by Linda Friedman and Dana White. HarperCollins/Avon, paper, $12.95 (0-06-447329-5).

Teen People: Sex Files. HarperCollins/Avon, paper, $6.95 (0-06-447319-8).

Things I Have to Tell You: Poems and Writings by Teenage Girls. Ed. by Betsy Franco. illus. Candlewick Press, $15.99 (0-7636-0905-6); paper, $8.99 (0-7636-1035-6).

Thrasher: Insane Terrain. illus. Rizzoli/Universe, paper, $27.50 (0-7893-0536-4).

WHAT DO GUYS READ?  Magazines 

(from Do It Right! Best Practices for Serving Young Adults in School and Public Libraries by Patrick Jones and Joel Shoemaker. Neal-Schuman, 2001.  1555703941)

	Alternative Press
	music

	Archaeology's Dig
	science 

	Asimov's Science Fiction
	science fiction & fantasy

	Biography
	social studies

	BMX Plus
	sports

	Blender
	music

	Box
	sports - skateboarding

	Computer Gaming World
	computer games

	Dirt Bike
	sports

	Dragon
	science fiction & fantasy

	Electronic Gaming Monthly
	computer games

	Entertainment Weekly
	general interest

	ESPN
	sports

	GamePro
	computer games

	Hit Parader
	music

	Inside NASCAR
	sports

	Low Rider
	sports

	Mad
	humor

	Mountain Bike
	sports

	National Enquirer
	tabloid

	NBA Inside Stuff
	sports

	New Moon
	girl's magazine

	Nickelodeon
	humor

	Nintendo Power
	computer games

	PC Gamer
	computer games

	Pro Wrestling Illustrated
	sports

	Rap Pages
	music

	Ride BMX
	sports

	Right On
	music

	Rolling Stone
	music

	Sci-Fi Entertainment
	science

	Slam
	sports

	Snap BMX
	sports

	Soccer Jr.
	sports

	Source
	music

	Spin
	music

	Starlog
	science fiction & fantasy

	Transworld Skateboard
	sports

	Vibe
	music

	Weekly World News
	tabloid

	Wizard
	entertainment

	XXL
	music

	Word Up
	music

	WWF
	sports

	Comics
	Adventures of Superman, Avengers, Batman, Blade, Daredevil, Fantastic Four, Spawn, Spider-Man, Superman, The Uncanny X-Men, Wolverine, X-Force,  X-Men, and Wolverine


Outreach Service to Teens in the Juvenile Justice System
Johnson County Library’s Outreach programs for youth in the Juvenile Justice System were designed in cooperation with the Juvenile Detention Center, the Department of Corrections, and Court Services.  Representatives from these agencies met with the shared vision that reading ability is an important issue in dealing with youth offenders.  The implementation of two programs emerged from these meetings, Read to Succeed, and Changing Lives Through Literature.

Read to Succeed is a Johnson County Library Outreach program designed for young adults in the County Juvenile Detention Center (JDC).  In addition to providing a collection of paperback books for residents, library staff facilitate theme-based literature programs. Library staff visit the center twice a month during the school year and once a week during the summer to encourage and stimulate reading.  Each Read to Succeed session includes book reviews, book talks and a read aloud selection.  Youth are encouraged to participate in discussions about what they have read, and to make reading a continuing part of their lives.  Sessions last about 45 minutes, are planned with a theme in mind and deal with issues of concern to teens - peer pressure, betrayal, anger, prejudice.   A short story or a chapter from a book is read aloud to a group of 10-15 teens, followed by related questions and discussion.  Residents and JDC staff are asked to tell about what they are reading.  Residents can then select a paperback book from boxes brought by library staff.

Johnson County Library’s Changing Lives Through Literature is an alternative sentencing program for teens on probation, adapted from a successful program developed in Massachusetts.  The goal is to reduce the number of repeat offenses and revocations of probation among participants.  The program consists of a series of literary discussions based on assigned reading of contemporary young adult fiction with themes that resonate with teens.  The books present problems, solutions and consequences that allow the participants an objective view of familiar situations.  Library staff facilitate the discussions which serve between 8-12 young adults per session and meet 7 times for two hours.  Discussion includes recognition of personal beliefs and how they may differ from socially accepted values.  Participants are encouraged to answer questions about the characters - why they do what they do, and how they change in the course of the story.  Most significantly, a judge and probation officer participate in each session.  For more information, visit the program’s web site -                         http://www.umassd.edu/specialprograms/changing/home.htm

GOALS

· Increase awareness and visibility of the public library as an important community resource

· Provide interest and age-appropriate library materials and programs

· Provide positive role models and situations through various styles of literature

· Encourage problem-solving, decision-making and awareness of the responsibilities and consequences of actions through discussion of literature


Suggested Reading 

Allen, Bud.  Games Criminals Play: How You Can Profit By Knowing Them.  Sacramento, CA: Rae John Publications, 1985.

Armstrong, Thomas, Ph.D.  In Their Own Way: Discovering and Encouraging Your Child’s Multiple Intelligences.  Jeremy P. Tarcher/Putnam, 2000.

Aronson, Marc.  Exploding the Myths: the Truth About Teenagers and Reading.  Scarecrow Press, Inc., 2001.

Baxter, Kathleen A.  Gotcha!: Nonfiction Booktalks to Get Kids Excited About Reading.  Englewood, CO: Libraries Unlimited, Inc., 1999.

Bayse, Daniel.  Helping Hands: A Handbook for Volunteers in Prisons and Jails.  Laurel, MD: American Correctional Association, 1993.

Corwin, Miles.  And Still We Rise: the Trials and Triumphs of Twelve Gifted Inner‑city High School Students.  New York: William Morrow, 2000.

Diamond, Marian, Ph.D. and Janet Hopson.  Magic Trees of the Mind: How to Nurture Your Child’s Intelligence, Creativity, and Healthy Emotions from Birth Through Adolescence.  New York: Dutton, 1998.
Goleman, Daniel.  Emotional Intelligence: Why It Can Matter More Than IQ.  New York: Bantam Books, 1995.

Hume, Edward.  No Matter How Loud I Shout: A Year in the Life of Juvenile Court.  New York: Simon & Schuster, 1996.

Karr-Morse, Robin.  Ghosts From the Nursery: Tracing the Roots of Violence.  New York: Atlantic Monthly Press, 1997

Kotulak, Ronald.  Inside the Brain: Revolutionary Discoveries of How the Mind Works.  Kansas City, MO: Andrews & McMeel, 1996.

Robb, Daniel.  Crossing the Water: Eighteen Months on an Island Working With Troubled Boys-a Teachers Memoir.    New York: Simon & Schuster, 2001.

Schiller, Pam, Dr.  Start Smart! Building Brain Power in the Early Years.  Maryland: Gryphon House, 1999.

Shore, Rima.  Rethinking the Brain: New Insights Into Early Development. New York: Families and Work Institute, 1997.

Tough Guise [videorecording]: Violence, Media and the Crisis in Masculinity. Executive producer/director, Sut Jhally; produced by Susan Ericsson, Sanjay Talreja; written by Jackson Katz, Jeremy Earp.  Northhampton, MA: Media Educational Foundation, 1999.



Fiction stories about youth in juvenile detention settings
Ferris, Jean.  Bad.  Farrar, Straus, Giroux, 1998.

Finn, Alex.  Breathing Underwater.
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Gantos, Jack.  Hole in My Life. 
Gilstrap, John.  Nathan’s Run.  New York: HarperCollins, 1996.

Rottman, S.L.  Hero.  Atlanta: Peachtree Pub., 1997.

Sachar, Louis.  Holes.  New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1998.
Suellentrop and McLellan, Johnson County Library 

A Year of Read to Succeed
January
Theme:

Nonviolence / Martin Luther King Day

Read Aloud:
“Priscilla and the Wimps” by Richard Peck from Who Do You Think You Are?: Stories of Friends and Enemies selected by Hazel Rochman.

Books Used:     Words of Martin Luther King Strength to Love by Martin Luther King  Ironman by Chris Crutcher



Questions:
Who is MLK?  In what did he believe?  How did he get his message across?  What is civil disobedience?

February
Theme:

Attitude

Read Aloud:
“The Fury” by T. Ernesto Bethancourt from Ultimate Sports: Short Stories by Outstanding Writers for Young Adults edited by Donald R. Gallo

Books Used:
The Contender;
The Chief;
The Brave by Robert Lipsyte

Questions:
What should Randy have done?
What do you think of the uncle’s treatment of the main character?

March

Theme:

Sports

Read Aloud:
“The Other Pin” by Chris Crutcher from Athletic Shorts
Books Used:
Moves Make the Man by Bruce Brooks; Slam by Walter Dean Myers; Crash by Jerry Spinelli

Questions:
Why do people get involved in sports?  What does it mean to be part of a team?

Why didn’t Petey want to fight Chris?  How would you have solved this dilemma?

April

Theme:

Poetry

Read Aloud:
Poems from  Behind the Wheel: Poems About Driving by Janet Wong

Books Used:
Do You Hear Me? Edited by Betsy Franco; poetry collections

Questions:        How did you learn to drive? Write a haiku poem (5,7,5 syllables) about a driving experience you’ve had.
May

Theme:

Adventure 

Read Aloud:
“Two Boys on a Mountain” by William O. Douglas

Books Used:
Into Thin Air & Into the Wild by John Krakuer; Hatchet by Gary Paulsen; Snow Bound by Harry Mazer

Questions: 
Why do these people take risks with their lives?  How do they benefit from these activities? What risks do you take every day?  Driving, riding in an airplane etc.  What things would you not risk?

June

Theme:

Trouble


Read Aloud:
“Greasy Lake” by T. Coraghessan Boyle 

Questions: 
What happened in this story?  Do you know a place like Greasy Lake?  What was their first mistake? What would you have done in this situation? How could they have handled it differently. Were they really “bad” characters?

July

Theme:

Crime & Violence

Read Aloud:
“Small Scams” by Gary Soto from Petty Crimes

Statistics in Twelve Shots: Outstanding Short Stories About Guns edited by Harry Mazer

Books Used:
The Rifle by Gary Paulsen;   Swallowing Stones by Joyce McDonald     

Questions: 
What are your thoughts about guns?  Is it easy to get a gun?  Should anyone be able to own a gun?  What consequences should there be for people who are careless with their guns?  Do you know how other countries handle the gun issue?

August
Theme:

Books to movies - Reel Reads
Read Aloud:
selection from “Rita Hayworth and Shawshank Redemption” by Stephen King from Different Seasons
Books Used:
Shoeless Joe by W.P. Kinsella;   Horse Whisperer by Nicholas Evans; Dead Man Walking by Helen Prejean; The Hunt for Red October by Tom Clancy

Questions: 
Why is the book usually better than the movie? Does your “mental” movie match the actual movie?  How would you edit the book into a screenplay?

September
Theme:

Bad Days

Read Aloud:
“A Reasonable Sum” by Gordon Korman from Connections: Short Stories By Outstanding Writers For Young Adults edited by Donald R. Gallo and Alexander and the Terrible Horrible No Good Very Bad Day by Judith Viorst

Questions:
Describe a bad or embarrassing day you have experienced.  How do you deal with a bad day?  Can you stop yourself from having a bad day?  When does a bad day become funny?

October
Theme:

Science Fiction

Read Aloud:
“The Wilding” by Jane Yolen from Twelve Impossible Things Before Breakfast and Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak

Questions: 
Where in society is our outlet for energy?  Can there ever be a place like Wild Wood Central?  Would you go there if you could?  What is a Max?

November:
Theme:

Community Service

Read Aloud:
“Shacks to Mansions” or “Box Nine” by Rob Thomas from Doing Time: Notes From the Undergrad
Questions: 
Why is community service important?  Why do people take time in their lives to do community service?  Why is community service part of some high school graduation requirements?

December:
Theme:

Prejudice

Read Aloud:
“A Brief Moment in the Life of Angus Bethune” by Chris Crutcher from Prejudice: A Story Collection or “The Photograph” by Bill Weaver from No Easy Answers edited by Donald Gallo

Questions:
Have you ever felt prejudiced against?  Have you ever been prejudiced against someone else?  What causes one to feel prejudice?  Can you change your feelings?

And a spare:
Theme:

Bullies

Read Aloud:
“A Letter From the Fringe” by Joan Bauer from On the Fringe or “The Buddy System” from  CloseUps
Books Used:
The Body of Christopher Creed by Carol Plum-Ucci;  Give a Boy a Gun by Todd Strasser

Questions:
What is cool?  Why do certain groups pick on other groups? Can you ignore people like Doug?  Have you ever been picked on?  Will the letter work?
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Suellentrop and McLellan, Johnson County Library 

Collections of Short Stories Suggested for Young Adult Read-Aloud Programs
Brooks, Martha.  Traveling On Into the Light and Other Short Stories.  Orchard, 1994.

Collection of 11 short stories which focus on the difficult journeys teens take on their way to adulthood.  “Sunday at Sidonie’s” (a boy’s father dies)

Close-Ups: Best Stories for Teens.  Ed. by Peter Carver.  Red Deer Press, 2000.

A collection of 17 short stories by authors including Budge Wilson, Martha Brooks and Bernice Friesen.  “Belonging to the Dragon” (successful discussion of girl/boy relationships and going steady).

Color of Absence: Twelve Stories About Loss and Hope.  Ed. by James Howe.  Atheneum, 2001.

A collection of stories dealing with different kinds of loss experienced by young people.  “The Red Seven” provides opportunity for discussion of depression, in self or parents.

Connections: Short Stories by Outstanding Writers for Young Adults.  Ed. by Donald Gallo.  Delacorte Press, 1989.  

A collection of 17 short stories by authors including Gordon Korman, Chris Crutcher, Richard Peck and M. E. Kerr spanning subjects that include penpals, the first day of high school, computers and family life.  “A Reasonable Sum” (first day of high school); “As It Is With Strangers” (adoptive son meets biological mom); “White Chocolate” (angry kid - English teacher)

Crutcher, Chris.  Athletic Shorts: Six Short Stories.  Bantam Doubleday Dell, 1989. 

A collection of short stories featuring characters from earlier books by Chris Crutcher.

“The Pin”; “The Other Pin” (boy ends up wrestling girl)

From One Experience To Another: Award-winning Authors Sharing Real-Life Experiences Through Fiction.  Edited by Dr. M. Jerry Weiss & Helen S. Weiss.  Tom Doherty Associates, Inc., 1997. 

A collection of fifteen short stories in which writers including Avi, Jay Bennett, and Joan Lowery Nixon draw upon their own childhood experiences.  “Biderbiks Don’t Cry” (kid doesn’t want to fight and discussion of violence) “My Brother’s Keeper” (brother asks him to lie); “The Truth About Sharks” (shoplifting);

Gifaldi, David.  Rearranging and Other Stories.  Atheneum, 1998. 

A collection of 9 short stories including: “Paying Respects” (funeral); “Someone Who Saw” (lynching); “Driving Lesson” (girl with mom, discussion about sex).

No Easy Answers: Short Stories About Teenagers Making Tough Choices. Ed. by Donald R Gallo.  Delacorte,1997. 

Stories about teenagers in situations that test their character.  “I’ve Got Gloria” (dog-napping); “The Photograph”; “Stranger” (girl in mirror); “Trashback” (computers)

On the Edge: Stories at the Brink.  Edited by Lois Duncan.  Simon & Schuster, 2000.

A collection of twelve stories by different writers and in different genres in each of which a young person is physically and/or emotionally on the edge.  “The Ravine” (teens flirt with danger cliff-jumping where another had died)

On the Fringe.  Ed. by Donald R. Gallo.  Dial Books, 2001.

Eleven short stories about teens who feel like outsiders. Offers insights into popularity and peer pressure, nonconformity and persecution.  “A Letter From the Fringe” by Joan Bauer (one of the ‘picked-on’ kids writes a letter to those persecuting her - does she have the courage to tell them how it affects her?)

Prejudice: Stories About Hate, Ignorance, Revelation and Transformation.  Edited by Daphne Muse.  Hyperion Books for Children, 1995. 

An anthology of 15 short stories featuring young people of different backgrounds who experience prejudice.  Includes a selection from “Chernowitz!” and “A Brief Moment in the Life of Angus Bethune” by Chris Crutcher.

Rochman, Hazel & McCampbell, Darlene.  Leaving Home.  HarperCollins, 1997. 

Sixteen short stories reflecting the thoughts and feelings of young people as they leave home and make their way in the world. “Trip in a Summer Dress” (girl leaving to get married, leaving her child who was adopted by her parents)

Places I Never Meant To Be: Original Stories by Censored Writers.  Edited by Judy Blume.  Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 1999. 

A collection of short stories accompanied by short essays on censorship by twelve authors whose works have been challenged in the past.

Sixteen Short Stories by Outstanding Writers for Young Adults.  Edited by Donald Gallo.  Delacorte Press, 1984.  

Sixteen short stories, dealing with teenage concerns, written especially for this collection by authors such as M. E. Kerr, Robert Cormier and Richard Peck.  Biographical sketches included, as well as follow-up activities for the reader. “Priscilla and the Wimps” (handling a bully); “Do You Want My Opinion?”  (sharing ideas is considered intimate)

Soto, Gary.  Petty Crimes.  Harcourt Brace & Company, 1998.

A collection of short stories about Mexican American youth growing up in California’s Central Valley.  “Little Scams” (young scammers get scammed) “The Funeral Suits”

Stay True: Short Stories for Strong Girls.  Compiled and edited by Marilyn Singer.  Scholastic Press, 1998. 

A collection of 11 short stories by various authors including Andrea Davis Pinkney, M. E. Kerr and Anne Mazer about adolescent girls coming of age. “Stay True” (girl loses friend)

The Struggle to Be Strong: True Stories by Teens About Overcoming Tough Times.  Ed. by Al Desetta and Sybil Wolin.  Free Spirit, 2000.  

Stories written by teens about their experiences in overcoming tough times.

Thomas, Rob.  Doing Time: Notes From the Undergrad.  Simon & Schuster, 1997.

Each of these ten short stories focuses on a high school student’s mandatory 200 hours of community service and the student’s response to the required project.  “Shacks” (football player); “Loss Pet” (library program); “Box Nine” (Thanksgiving delivery); “Laser” (son of high school principal helps janitor with English)

Ultimate Sports: Short Stories by Outstanding Writers For Young Adults.  Edited by Donald R. Gallo.  Delacorte Press, 1995. 

A collection of sixteen short stories about teenage athletes written by well-known authors in the field, including award-winning novelists Robert Lipsyte and Chris Crutcher.  “Fury” (boxing story loosely based on Mike Tyson)

Who Do You Think You Are?  Stories of Friends and Enemies.  Selected by Hazel Rockman and Darlene Z. McCampbell.  Little Brown and Co., 1993. 

A collection of 17 short stories exploring the theme of friendship.  “Priscilla and the Wimps” and selections by Tobias Wolff and Maya Angelou.

Yolen, Jane.  Twelve Impossible Things Before Breakfast.  Harcourt Brace & Co., 1997.

Collection of 13 science fiction short stories.  “The Wilding” (teens go wilding in the park - based on true story in Central Park)
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Suellentrop and McLellan, Johnson County Library 

Changing Lives Through Literature


6/5/02 - 7/30/02


Antioch Library 6:30 - 8:30

June 5

Short Stories:

“Greasy Lake” by T. Coraghessan Boyle

Discussion about the purpose of this program, what to expect

June 12
Ironman by Chris Crutcher (181 pages hb, 228 pb)

Due to an outburst with his English teacher, Bo Brewster is forced to join an anger management class at his school.  In this class, with this group of misfits, he attempts to come to terms with his anger, with his father, with his teachers and with himself.  
June 26
Swallowing Stones by Joyce McDonald (245 pages)

Dual perspectives reveal the aftermath of seventeen‑year‑old Michael MacKenzie's birthday celebration during which he discharges an antique Winchester rifle and unknowingly kills the father of high school classmate Jenna Ward.

July 10

If I Die in a Combat Zone by Tim O’Brien (209 pages)

A searing, intensely personal account of O'Brien's experience as a Vietnam foot soldier that takes readers behind the infantryman's rifle‑‑from the minefields of My Lai to the darkness of the ghostly tunnels, and to explore the ambiguities of manhood and morality in a war gone terribly wrong.

July 17

The Giver by Lois Lowry (180 pages)

Given his lifetime assignment at the Ceremony of Twelve, Jonas becomes the receiver of memories shared by only one other in his community and discovers the terrible truth about the society in which he lives.

July 24

Past Forgiving by Gloria D. Miklowitz (153 pages)

Fifteen-year-old Alexandra finds that her boyfriend Cliff demands all her time, isolates her by his jealousy, and finally becomes physically abusive.

July 30

Hero by S.L. Rottman (134 pages)

After years of abuse from his mother and neglect from his father, ninth-grader Sean Parker is headed for trouble when he is sent to do community services at a farm owned by an old man who teaches Sean that he can take control of his own life.


EXPECTATIONS

You will be expected to

· attend all sessions.

· read and finish all books.





· participate in discussions.

· follow along and listen to read aloud selections.

Brain Research – Key Findings

A. Brain development is contingent upon a complex interplay between genes and environment.  

B. Early experiences contribute significantly to the structure of the brain and its capacities.

C. Early interactions directly affect the way the brain is “wired”.  Children learn in the context of important relationships.

D. Brain development is non-linear.

E. There are windows of opportunity for learning that refer to when connections are developing most rapidly.

F. A child’s brain is 2 ½ times as active as an adult’s. 

 (from Start Smart by Dr. Pam Schiller)
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Prepared by Tricia Suellentrop and Kathy McLellan


Johnson County Library


PO Box 2933 


Shawnee Mission, KS 66201-1333


(913) 261-2300


www.jcl.lib.ks.us

BEST PRACTICES: COLLECTION DEVELOPMENT
	Fiction
	TV and movie tie-ins
Let boys suggest and then BUY them / put them on hold

Lots of series fiction, such as Animorphs

Audio books



	Nonfiction
	Playstation and other code books
Magazines like SI for kids

Kept easy nonfiction standing alone


	Picture books / easy readers
	Beginning readers which are tied in to movie/tv (like Star War and Spiderman) 
Booklists for parents 




BEST PRACTICES:  PROGRAMS

	Pre-school
	Animals, folks from zoo, Humane Society
Story times on sports and planets


	School age
	Tech time:   no adults allowed
Comic book artists talk about their work
Talking with kids about summer reading / incentives for those ideas
Text books for schools to help kids who are struggling

Partnership with teachers 

Film Festival in cooperation with vendors

Building stuff

Book discussion

Captain Underpants program:   decorated underwear / display
Yo Yo


	Young adult
	Teen advisory boards
Chess master  / chess 

Board games

Whose line is it anyway

How gross!   Flesh wounds

Detention center author visits / Christmas angels 

Martial arts

Exercise programs

Engineering days 

Hip Hop dance instruction

Youth security officers 
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A FEW GOOD BOOKS ABOUT GUYS 

· Gurian, Michael. The Good Son: Shaping the Moral Development of Our Boys and Young Men
· Gurian, Michael. The Wonder of Boys: What Parents, Mentors, and Educators Can Do to Shape Boys into Exceptional Men
· Kindlon, Daniel J.; Thompson, Michael; et al. Raising Cain: Protecting the Emotional Life of Boys
· Pollack, William S. Real Boys: Rescuing Our Sons from the Myths of Boyhood
· Pollack, William S. Real Boys' Voices

	GUYS READ II : IT’S PERSONAL
A CALL TO ACTION
· Men: get off your. . . busy schedule. . . and read with your boys. Be a role model. Talk about reading. Let boys see you reading. Acting as a positive, literate role model is the single most important thing you can do to help boys read. 

·  Teachers and librarians: Take another look at your required reading lists. Imagine how many of the books would appeal to you if you were a boy. 

· Let boys know that non-fiction reading is reading. Magazines, newspapers, websites, biographies, science books, comic books, graphic novels. . .are all reading material. 

· Form a father-son or parent-son Bookclub. Meet at an indoor soccer facility or gym to talk about books, and then run around too. Be a model for how to read a book and talk about it. 

· Look at the recent literature on the psychology of boys  (NEXT DOOR)
·  Check in to www.guysread.com to hear more from experts, find out what other guys are doing, get recommendations and booklists, share your successes and failures.




FOR MORE INFORMATION
Barrs, Myra. "Gendered literacy". Language Arts v. 77 no4 (Mar. 2000) p. 287-93
Brooks, Bruce, Katie O'Dell, and Patrick Jones. "Will boys be boys? Are you sure?" Voice of Youth Advocates v. 23 no2 (June 2000) p. 88-92 

Brozo, William G.  To be a boy, to be a reader : engaging teen and preteen boys in active literacy. Newark, Del. : International Reading Association, 2002. ISBN: 0872071758

Brozo, William G. and Schmelzer, Ronald V. "Wildmen, warriors, and lovers: reaching boys through archetypal literature." Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy v. 41 (Sept.1997)

Cart, Michael. "What about boys?. YA novels with male protagonists." Booklist v. 96 no9-10 (Jan. 1-15 2000) p. 892 

Crowe, Chris. "An Antidote for Testosterone Poisoning: YA Books Girls--and Boys--Should Read." English Journal v91 n3 p135-38 Jan 2002

Flynn, Jane M. and Rahbar, Mohammad Hossein. "Prevalence of reading failure in boys compared with girls." Psychology in the Schools v. 31 (Jan. '94) p. 66-71

Fox, Mem.  "Men Who Weep, Boys Who Dance: The Gender Agenda between the Lines in Children's Literature." Language Arts v70 n2 p84-88 Feb 1993

Gurian, Michael.  What stories does my son need? : A guide to books and movies that build character in boys. New York : Jeremy P. Tarcher/Putnam, 2000 ISBN: 1585420409

Jacobson, Linda. "Longitudinal study finds gender and race gaps among  1st graders." Education Week v. 21 no27 (Mar. 20 2002) p 7.
Langerman, Deborah. "Books & boys: gender preferences and book selection."   School Library Journal v. 36 (Mar. '90) p. 132-6

Lodge, Sally A. "Get ready for 'boy power'." Publishers Weekly v. 246 no32 (Aug. 9 1999) p. 212-13 

McGillian, Jamie Kyle. "Get boys crazy about books!" Creative Classroom v. 16 no6 (May/June 2002) p. 30-2

Maynard, Trish Boys and Literacy: Exploring the Issues (Language and Literacy in Action). RoutledgeFalmer; ISBN: 0415237602; (January 3, 2002) 


Murphy, Jendy. " Boys will be boys." School Library Journal v. 47 no1 (Jan. 2001) p. 31 

Nilsen, Alleen Pace. "It's deja vu all over again"!. School Library Journal v. 47 no3 (Mar. 2001) p. 49-50
Nicolle, Ray. "Boys and the five-year void." School Library Journal v. 35 (Mar. '89) p. 130  

Nodelman, Perry. "Who the boys are: thinking about masculinity in children's fiction."New Advocate v. 15 no1 (Winter 2002) p. 9-18 

Odean Kathleen Great Books for Boys: More Than 600 Books for Boys 2 to 14 Ballantine Books (Trd Pap); ISBN: 0345420837; (March 1998)
Orellana, Marjorie Faulstich. "Literacy as a gendered social practice: tasks, texts, talk, and take-up." Reading Research Quarterly v. 30 (Oct./Nov./Dec. '95)p. 674-708


Rand, Donna.  Black Books Galore!: Guide to Great African-American Children's Books about Boys. John Wiley; ISBN: 0471375276; (December  2000) 

Sadker, David Miller. "A reader's guide to the boy book bonanza." Equity & Excellence in Education v. 33 no1 (Apr. 2000)

Simpson, Anne. "Fictions and facts: an investigation of the reading practices of girls and boys". English Education v. 28 (Dec. '96) p. 268-79
Smith, Michael.  Reading Don't Fix No Chevys: Literacy in the Lives of You Boynton/Cook Pub; ISBN: 0867095091; (March 2002 )  

Wilhelm, Jeffrey D "It's a guy thing". Voices from the Middle v. 9 no2 (Dec. 2001) p. 60

Young, Josephine Peyton. "Displaying practices of masculinity: critical literacy and social contexts." Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy v. 45 no1 (Sept. 2001) p. 4-14 

Young, Josephine Peyton."Boys will be boys, or will they? Literacy and masculinities. "Reading Research Quarterly v. 36 no3 (July/Aug./Sept. 2001) p. 316-25.

BOYS AND LITERACY IN THE EARLY YEARS (adapted from www.e-gfl.org/)
Research and literature have identified that girls' early language and literacy skills are recognized as being higher than boys.  Listed below are some of the reasons cited for this.

· The lack of male role models in the early years.

· Different socialization experiences in the early years leading to different interests and pastimes which provide boys and girls with different language opportunities.

· Teaching style and methodology and the way in which learning is negotiated by boys and girls.

· The difference in brain development between boys and girls. In boys, the right side of the brain is better developed than girls, but the interconnections between the two sides of the brain are less well developed in boys and girls.  Girls also have a small but significant lead in fine motor development.

· Boys at four receive a sudden surge of testosterone resulting in very energetic, active behavior.  They are happier learning kinesthetically.

The challenge in the early years is to make learning attractive to boys and to recognize the importance of the development of a child's self-esteem and attitudes.

The following suggestions have been shown to be successful in engaging boys in literacy learning.  The outdoor environment is of particular importance to young boys.

Writing
Research and observations have shown that boys use mark making areas for shorter periods of time and for specific purposes.  For example, they stood at the table to put their name on a model or make a sign for a road layout.  When writing was part of role play, or linked to information technology, then boys and girls were equally involved.

Role Play

If we want children to write imaginatively, then they need to play imaginatively in the early years.  The computer can become part of the role play.  Include fiction and non-fiction books associated with the role play, magazines, phone books, telephones, note pads, diaries, pens and pencils.  Writing tasks associated with role play include making labels, posters, leaflets, price tickets, writing a check, filling in a form.  At this stage in the children's development practitioners need to build on experiences outside of the school environment.

Reading

Research has shown that boys will often choose non-fiction books in preference to fiction books.  A boy will model his father's preference in reading, which tends to be non-fiction texts.  Studies  also suggests that the choice of reading material by children, non-fiction relating to knowledge, facts and information, and fiction concerned with the lives, feelings and thoughts of other people, fits in with the early socialization of boys and girls.

It is important provide a broad enough literacy diet from the earliest stages in school to encourage both boys and girls to read a selection of fiction and non-fiction from choice.

Suggestions

· Reading areas need to reflect a full range of books and other resources, fiction, poetry, picture books, information and reference books and maps.
· Materials written for an adult audience should also be included, such as catalogues, magazines and newspapers.  These also reflect their experiences at home.
· Boys interviewed during research said they read different kinds of materials at home to school and particularly mentioned comics and media-related fiction bought at newsagents.  The boys interviewed said they wanted this kind of material available at school.  Not all comics fall short of good literacy material and they provide another opportunity to engage boys in reading.
· Include books into activities that boys like doing.  Fox example, in the construction area have books that show pictures of bridges and buildings, books that suggest things to build and stories such as The Three Little Pigs.  In the science area have books to encourage experimentation and books about growing things.  By selecting information and story books for each area of the classroom children can make links between their play and the books in the area.
Role models

In the early years there are very few male role models.  We need to change boys' perceptions of books, reading and writing to help them see that it is a suitable activity for boys.

· Provide boys with more male role models of reading and writing.

· Ask fathers, grandfathers and male carergivers to come and read with the children.

· Provide visual images.  For example, posters which show men reading and writing on their own and with children.

· Take photographs of men reading and writing with children and display them.

· Use story tapes with male voices.

· Talk to parents and carergivers about the importance of men being involved in developing literacy skills.  Encourage them to see this is not just a female activity.

· Encourage fathers to write in the home/school reading book.

Reprinted with permission from www.e-gfl.org/
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